Victoria, British Columbia: Full of Life!

Victoria, British Columbia, located on the southern tip of Vancouver Island, is a city of beautiful contrasts, where the elegance of history mingles with the panache of modern life. Historically, Southern Vancouver Island was populated by the Coast Salish people for thousands of years. Europeans began to explore the island in 1774. The first British settlement on the island was a Hudson's Bay Company post, founded in 1843 and was named Fort Victoria. Traditionally known for her British heritage, Victoria is now a mature, cosmopolitan city with luxury resorts, dazzling gardens, creative culinary experiences, invigorating outdoor activities and exciting attractions for allages. As an island destination, Victoria offers visitors an escape from the hurried world, boasting the mildest year-round climate in Canada and breathtaking natural beauty of the Pacific Coast. Victoria's size is one of its best features; the city exudes a modern, trendy atmosphere, yet is maintains a small-town feel with everything you need within walking distance. Enjoy a little "island time" in Victoria and take in the heritage architecture and colourful gardens, indulge in the world class dining, find escape in the arts and take in the natural surrounding scenery and fresh ocean air.

Demographics

Where is Victoria?

· Situated on the southern tip of Vancouver Island on the West Coast of Canada, Vancouver Island is 520 km (323 miles) long and covers an area of 3,175,000 hectares (7,845,596 acres)

· Vancouver Island is the largest island off the West Coast of North America

· Separated from Vancouver, British Columbia, by the Strait of Georgia to the east and from

· Washington State, U.S.A., by the Strait of Juan de Fuca to the south and southeast

· Victoria is closer to the United State of America than to mainland Canada 

How many people live in Victoria?

· Victoria’s municipality population is 84,002 (2011)

· Greater Victoria composed of five municipalities: Victoria, Oak Bay, Esquimalt, Saanich and View Royal, which has a combined population of 244,076 (2011)

· The Capital Region population is 325,754 (2011) 

What's the weather like in Victoria?

· Victoria has the mildest climate in Canada with flowers in bloom year-round

· The average temperature in January is 4°C (38°F)

· Summer is comfortably warm and dry with temperatures from 18-34°C (65-90°F)

· The rainfall is mainly during the winter months and it rarely snows here

· Victoria's average annual rainfall is 1/3 to 1/2 less than Vancouver, Seattle and New York

Victoria Accolades

· 2nd Top Island in North America (Condé Nast Traveler Readers' Choice Awards: 2011)

· 4th Top City in the Americas (Cond Nast Traveler Readers' Choice Awards: 2010)

· Canada's Fittest City (Statistics Canada 2006)

· Canada's Cycling Capital (Statistics Canada 2006)

· Please see Tourism Victoria's Awards & Accolades page for a comprehensive listing

Major Attractions

· Wander 55 acres of spectacular gardens at The Butchart Gardens

· Discover the underwater world of the Pacific Ocean at The Shaw Ocean Discovery Centre

· Learn British Columbia's history at the Royal British Columbia Museum

· Experience the tradition of Afternoon Tea at one of Victoria's many unique tea houses

· Explore the Wine Islands, the fastest growing wine region in Canada

· Get acquainted with the local wildlife on a Whale Watching Tour

· Zip around the picturesque Inner Harbour on a Victoria Harbour Ferry

· Take a Ghostly Walk and hear the many bone chilling tales of a haunted Victoria

· Soar up above the ground through a lush forest with a treetop zipline tour

· See the sights of the city from a double decker bus

Arts & Culture

You can feel the pulse of a city through its arts and entertainment. This is certainly notable in Victoria, B.C., a city alive with culture! The performing arts are well represented in Victoria with professional theatres and amateur theatre and dance companies showcasing performances in historical playhouses, modern arts centers and small, picturesque community theatres. The Belfry Theatre, housed in an old church originally built in 1892, has garnered international acclaim for its outstanding productions of new comedies, dramas and musicals. The Blue Bridge Repertory Theatre, a recent addition to Victoria's vibrant arts and culture scene, brings a fresh take on classical and modern European and North American theatre pieces to the stage. On a musical note, Victoria is a stage for local talent, playing their West Coast inspired tunes at several of the city’s pubs, restaurants and unique music venues. On the formal stage is the Victoria Symphony, boasting sensational unique music concerts and festivals. Victoria is also home to the Art Gallery of Greater Victoria along with numerous other galleries, exhibits and studios. You can walk from gallery to gallery in Victoria's downtown core or drive the country roads to visit artisans' studios. Victoria and Vancouver Island boast a year-round schedule of cultural entertainment bursting with talent; come experience live theatre, art exhibits, music concerts, festivals and films. Be moved. Be inspired. Be entertained.

Major Festivals & Events in 2012

· January: Victoria Whiskey Festival
· February: Victoria Film Festival, Dine Around, Stay in Town, Victoria Tea Festival
· March: Culinaire: Victoria's Food Experience
· May: UNO Festival of Solo Performance
· June: Victoria JazzFest International, Victoria International Cycling Festival
· July: Taste: Victoria's Festival of Food & Wine, Victoria International Buskers Festival
· August: Victoria Symphony Splash, Victoria Dragon Boat Festival
· September: Feast of Fields, The Great Canadian Beer Festival
· October: Good Life Fitness Victoria Marathon
· November: Salmon Run at Goldstream Park
December: Christmas in Victoria
